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Building Understanding and Excitement for Children
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Habitat for rent

Help your child think
about what animals need to survive
(shelter, food, water). Then, have her
choose an animal (monkey) and write
a classified ad for a home that will
meet its needs. Example: “Tall tree
in a tropical rain forest. Large river
nearby for drinking. Plenty of leaves,
fruit, and insects to eat.”

Counting practice

Have your youngster practice count-
ing by 10s—but start at a number
that doesn’t end in zero. For instance,
begin at 787 and count by 10s (787,
797, 807). Try other numbers, too.
Examples: Count by 3s, starting at 52
(52, 55, 58), or by 5s, starting at 92
(92,97, 102).

Book picks

) Hotel Infinity is fully booked, but
there’s always room for more. Read
The Cat in Numberland (Ivar Ekeland)
for a clever introduction to infinity.

Learning about the solar system is
fun when planets tell the story them-
selves. Dan Green’s Astronomy: Out of
This World! contains fascinating facts
and details along with cartoon illus-
trations your child is sure to love.

Worth quoting
“Wondering is the seed of genius.”
William Mocca

Q: Why did the man water only half
of his lawn?

A: Because he
heard there
was a 50 per-
cent chance
of rain.
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Math at the grocery store

Need to go food shop-
ping? Why not turn it into
an opportunity for your
child to practice what
he’s learning in math.
Here are some ideas.
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Weigh and multiply.
Fruits and vegetables are
often sold by the pound.
Ask your youngster to
compute how much your
produce will cost. For
example, say you want 6
bananas and they cost 49
cents a pound. He would
weigh them and multiply their weight by  or two boxes for $5? (§5 + 2 = $2.50
the cost per pound 2 Ib. x 49 cents = per box, so you'll save money buying
98 cents) to get the total cost. two boxes and storing one for later.)

Comparison shop. Let your child help Estimate the total. Ask your youngster
you save money and learn to be a better  to predict your total bill by keeping track
consumer. Ask him to read unit-pricing  of what you put in your cart. With each

labels on shelves to find the best value item, he should check the price and
(8 cents per ounce for one brand of round it up or down to the nearest dol-
pasta sauce vs. 13 cents per ounce for lar. As you go, he can keep a running
another brand). Or he can look for the tally on paper, in his head, or on a calcu-
better deal: one box of cereal for $2.79 lator. At checkout time, see how close

he came. @

Look at me!

Help your youngster learn about the science of
optics with this mealtime activity.

Have her look at herself in a clean spoon.
What happens if she looks in the bowl of the
spoon? (She’s upside down.) What happens on
the other side? (She’s right side up.)

Next, have her bring her finger toward the
spoon and watch what happens on each side. The
bowl (the concave side) will magnify her finger, or
make it look larger. The back (the convex side) will make
her finger look smaller. Ask your child how scientists might
use this information to make eyeglasses, cameras, or
telescopes.

Tip: She can remember which side is which by thinking of concave as “caves in.” (@
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