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Inside this issue:

As the first 
semester draws to 
a close and most 
of our staff and 
students are 
starting to think 
about the 
upcoming holiday 
and winter break, 
I continue to 
reflect on what a 

special school Saugus High is and how blessed I am to be a part of 
such an exceptional environment. I could continue where I left off with 
the last Legend issue, talking about excellent new programs being 
established for studentsÉ and there are many. However, IÕd like to 
share with you some things that are going on with our students that tell 
me that a unique side of education is unfolding before our eyes. 

I have often believed that instruction and readiness for life goes further 
than whatÕs taught within a classroom. We as educators have a great 
opportunity to teach valuable skills and strategies that not only 
advance student achievement but also promote a better world for 
everyone. To that end, my Legend article this month is all about the 
heroes on our campus who are making an impact in our community 
and doing so with conviction and passion.  

Already this semester, Saugus students from various programs have 
engaged in several charitable causes outside the walls of our campus. 
In September, dozens of students assisted with the setup and clean up 
for the Michael Hoefflin FoundationÕs ÒAn Evening under the 
StarsÓ (benefiting ChildrenÕs Cancer). Last month, Saugus students 
were highly involved with the BoyÕs and GirlÕs Club ÒFestival of 
TreesÓ event. A few weeks ago there were quite a few Centurion 
groups enlisted to assist the local Albertsons as they had there grand 
re-opening. It was enjoyable to witness the choir, cheerleaders, 
marching band, and ASB leaders not only participate but basically 
orchestrate the entire program. 

Mr. Bolde & his daughter, Faith, with SHS cheerleaders at the Sr. Center
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...PrincipalÕs Message Continued from page 1

Add to this list a new program we started this year that partners with Habitat for Humanity here in Santa Clarita 
as well as our on-going food pantry collection, Relay for Life, Pennies for Patients, River Rally, and many more 
charitable endeavors. I believe we have the best students anywhere right here at Saugus High School. It is so 
satisfying to observe students making good choices and serving their community with genuine compassion. 

On Thanksgiving Day, my wife, fourth grade daughter and I had the privilege of participating in serving meals 
to the seniors at the SCV Senior Center. I knew that there would be a few Saugus students there helping, but I 
wasnÕt expecting to see more students than there were seniors. More than 150 meals were served that day (and 
each senior took an additional meal home with them). I saw a dozen or so Valencia High students and there were 
probably a handful of kids from other schools but IÕm pleased to report that Saugus High was well represented 
with more than sixty students. They were from ASB, Cheer, Key Club, and other school organizations. They 
wore their Saugus sweatshirts and spirit wear and when they werenÕt serving food, they were sitting down with 
the seniors and getting to know them. I was so proud of these kids. At one point, there was an elderly gentleman 
who was 102 years old and he was engaged in conversation with me and about twenty other Saugus students 
standing near his wheelchair. We talked about life in the Ô20Õs and Ô30Õs, sports from bygone eras, and ÒwhatÕs 
wrong with the world today.Ó I donÕt know if one of the ÒwrongsÓ in his mind is the way kids are being brought 
up today, but on that specific day, I saw whatÕs right with students and why I believe that they represent a high 
level of hope for our world.     

My message this month is simply, thank you to every student and staff member who has gone the extra mile this 
year to touch the life another person who may not have the capacity to provide for themselves. Thank you to all 
who continue to promote an attitude of giving back. And thank you to each and every Saugus parent for helping 
us to not only teach academic concepts to the next generation, but to educate students in the art of caring and 

preparing them to go 
out in the world and 
make a difference.   

May you all have a 
blessed holiday 
season and a 
prosperous New 
Year.

--Bill Bolde

Saugus volunteers with the two eldest members of the SCV Senior Center on Thanksgiving. Joseph (pictured middle) is 102.
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ÒArtÓiculation

AP Studio Art students, Kyle Swinehart and Nick 
Potter taught art to students at Arroyo Seco in Mrs. 
Nielsen's art class. In an on-going project throughout 
the year, the art department is collaborating with 
Arroyo Seco in order to educate the Jr. High students 
about what Fine Arts are like at Saugus High School 
and what they can expect from the introductory art 
classes. 

The art department also invited several guest speakers from 
various such prestigious art colleges such as Cal Arts, Art 
Center, CSUN, and FIDM. Speakers from Santa Fe 
University of Art and Design and Academy of Art 
University in San Francisco are also scheduled. Cal Arts 
guest speaker, Dawn Givens, presented to interested 
Saugus students in the MPR to accommodate more 
students. She shared information about Cal Arts programs 
in music, voice, theater arts, and visual arts, including 

photography, film, and animation. 

Pictured Left and Above: Students listen to Cal Arts speaker in MPR

Pictured Left and Above: Kyle Swinehart & Nick Potter teach Seco students.
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What Are Employers Looking for in TodayÕs 
Workforce?

That question was answered recently when educators 

from the Hart School District and COC visited 
fourteen large local businesses and learned about the 
current marketplace and hiring practices in the 
ÒEducators in IndustryÓ event. Educators heard from 
employees in different positions and departments 
and learned about how their career paths evolved.  
Business leaders emphasized that to succeed in jobs 
today, soft skills are absolutely essential.  These 
include:  a strong work ethic, punctuality, 

enthusiasm for the job, a willingness to learn, 
teamwork, communication skills, electronic 
etiquette, problem-solving and collaboration skills.  
Employers said that applicants today are spending 
too much time texting and do not know how to type 
coherent cover letters and business emails.  Many 
applicants do not get  the first interview because 
their interviewing and communication skills are so 
poor.  Having a four-year degree is no guarantee.  
Work experience and soft skills make the difference.  

Also, there are many jobs available for students with 
only two-year degrees or high school diplomas. In 

many positions, employees receive on-the-job 
training and may get funding for additional 
schooling.  

To help evaluate themselves, teachers asked 
employees if their high school education prepared 
them for the workforce.  Employees gave a mixed 
review.  Some said their high schools prepared them 
for the workforce, others said they wish they had 
been taught soft skills and been challenged more in 

their classes.  After the site visits, teachers met in 
small groups and discussed how to apply what they 
learned in their classes.  They plan to add lessons on 
soft skills, especially writing and oral skills, 
teamwork, resume writing, and interviewing.  They 
want to expose students to a more diverse range of 
career pathways and plan to bring in guest speakers 
and encourage students to do job shadows and 
internships.  

Seventy-seven Hart District teachers and counselors 

who attended ÒEducators in IndustryÓ plan to share 
what they learned with colleagues at upcoming 
department and faculty meetings.  For career 
information, parents and students should visit the 
DistrictÕs online Career Center at:  

http://hartdistrict.org/index.php/students/career-
center
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Check It Out!
Library Media Center News 

http://www.hartdistrict.org/saugus/library/

Call for Overdue Library Books and Textbooks

Please return all overdue books from fall semester as soon as possible. Students need these books for spring 
semester classes. If a student has lost a book, he or she will be charged for the replacement cost. If the book is 
recovered, a refund will be issued. 

The consequences for failing to return books are as follows:
1.  The studentÕs account will be charged for the item(s). The average cost of a textbook is $80.  
2.  The student may not check out books.
3.  The student may not participate in school activities.
4.  Saturday School may be assigned after repeated attempts to collect the book(s).

Please contact our Textbook Technician, Dolores O–ate, at 297-3900 ext. 2903, if you have questions 
regarding your studentÕs textbook account.

Connie Beckham-JuarezÑTeacher-Librarian

Job Shadows

The district office is providing job shadow 
opportunities for students with local businesses.  
Job shadows give students a chance to learn about 
careers first-hand. Encourage your son or daughter 
to take advantage of this opportunity.  Shadows are 
available in a variety of industries.  Students should 
contact the district Career Development 
Coordinator, Pam Malowe, at 
pmalowe@hartdistrict.org or 259-0033 x232.
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CounselorÕs Corner

Dan Blanchfield
Marty Fricke
Gail Gasbarro 
Sherry Kunda
Salim Raza
Dianna Rose

Spring Semester

The spring semester is nearly upon us, but the guidance department is already looking forward to the 
2012-2013 school year.  The counselors will be meeting with our current 9th, 10th and 11th grade students 
during the months of February and March to plan their programs for the following school year.  Each student 
will be meeting individually with their counselor to discuss their course selections.  At this time, parents and 
students are advised to review course selections in the Catalog of Courses, which can be found on the first 
page of the Saugus High School website.  The catalog is an invaluable resource for students to explore courses 
for the following school year.  In the past, counselors have strongly advised students to take the course 
selection process very seriously.  Too often, however, students have not done their due diligence and chosen 
classes haphazardly, not thoroughly researching their choices, only to be disappointed when the classes they 
choose were not what they had expected and were not allowed to drop them once the new school year had 
begun.

The counselors advise students to follow these steps in researching course selections for the next school year:

1. Consult the Catalog of Courses posted on the Saugus High School website 
 [www.hartdistrict.org/saugus] and read the course descriptions for all of the classes they are interested 
 in taking next year.

2. Consult with current teachers regarding course selections for next year if appropriate. 
3. Consult with parents/guardians regarding their course selections.
4. Consult with teachers of courses they are interested in taking next year when appropriate.
5. Write down specific questions in advance to ask their counselor regarding their course selections.

The registration process for the 2012-2013 school year will begin on February 1, 2012 and go through the end 
of March.  Once the official registration process for the 2012-2013 is concluded, students are welcome to 
make an appointment with their counselors to further discuss their course selections.  Students are welcome to 
make any changes to their proposed courses through the end of the school year in May.  Also, when students 
go through registration in August, they are also welcome to make any changes to their schedule. However, 
once a new semester has begun, no student will be allowed to change their schedule, unless there are errors or 
omissions.  All the counselors strongly encourage all the students to take this process with the utmost 
seriousness.

Continued on page 8...
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...Continued from page 7

College Search Process

On Thursday, January 26, 2012 Mrs. Rose and Mrs. 
Gasbarro will be hosting our ÒCollege Planning Night 
for JuniorsÓ in the MPR at 7:00pm.  The counselors want  
to encourage all juniors and their parents to attend this 
all important event.  Although we encourage all students 
to begin thinking about life after high school from the 
moment they enter their freshman year, it is in junior 
year that the serious, comprehensive college search 
process begins in earnest.

Historically, a graduating class from Saugus High 
School will send 35% of their seniors onto four year 
colleges and universities.  Fully 50% of the seniors will 
attend a community college directly after high school 
and the rest of the class will go to a vocational school, 
join the military or go directly into the workforce.  It is 
important for all students to dedicate themselves to 
doing the research necessary to find the best place for 
them after graduation.  All college bound students, 
however, regardless of whether they plan to attend a four 
year college immediately after high school, or plan to 
attend a community college, complete their 60 
transferrable credits, then transfer to a four year college, 
begin their college search in junior year.  

There are a number of distinct advantages to beginning a 
serious, thoughtful college search process in the middle 
of junior year.  First, there are 2475 four year colleges 
and universities in the United States, so the choices can 
be overwhelming.  By starting the search process early, 
students will be able to narrow down their choices well 
before they enter senior year.  Secondly, college bound 
students will typically take their SATÕs and ACTÕs in the 
spring of their junior year.  If they have done extensive 
research during the spring semester of their junior they 
will have a list of possible colleges rated for their level 
of competitiveness by the end of the summer.  So, during 
the summer, with junior grades complete and SAT and 
ACT tests taken, students will be able to evaluate each 
college on their list and discern if a particular college is a 
ÒsafetyÓ choice; a good solid, competitive choice, or a 
ÒreachÓ school.  Finally, students will be able to visit 
colleges during the spring break or summer break and 
further narrow down their list of colleges as they enter 
senior year.  Ideally, a student should have a list of six to 
eight colleges they wish to apply for as they enter their 
senior year.  If a studentÕs list of colleges is 15 to 20 or 
more, it usually means their research was thin and they 
need to delve more deeply into each college on their list 
and chose the most appropriate colleges for their needs.

Jack V. Pistonetti Scholarship

The Jack V. 
Pistonette 
Scholarship 
is an annual 
award for a 
Saugus 
senior 
planning to 
attend a 
four year 
college or 
university.  
The award 
amount is 
$5000.00.  
The 
Pistonetti 
family asks 
that each 
candidate 

write a short 
350 word essay on Òwhat they have done to help 
children less fortunate themselvesÓ.  Additional 
information about requirements can be obtained through 
the SCV Scholarship Foundation www.scvsf.org or from 
the Saugus High Counselors.

The Pisonetti family decided to create this scholarship 
because they know first hand how expensive it is to put a 
child through college with their eldest son Vincent 
Pistonetti, a former Saugus student. They also wanted 
the scholarship to be in their youngest sonÕs name Jack 
because he is a special needs child who also is currently 
attending Saugus.

The Pistonetti family and friends are honored to award 
the scholarship to a very deserving Saugus High student 
for years to come.  The deadline for the Jack V. 
Pistonetti Scholarship is February 3, 2012.

--Dan Blanchfield
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Saugus Cross Country a Force to be 
Reckoned with

Congratulations to the girls cross country team 
for winning the state championship! Again. 
With this win, that makes six straight state 
titles for Saugus Cross Country and Coach 
Rene Paragas.

We're used to it around here, but those kinds of 
things simply don't happen...ever!

It is a coach's dream to win a league title and 
perhaps advance to the finals of CIF, but to 
take a group of kids to the state championships is a dream come true. Then to win it!  Wow!

Six times in a row...and without a Murakami or Mahoney....forget about it.

While the lot of us have become comfortable to Rene's brilliance, the rest of the state dreads the day they have 
to toe the starting line against Saugus High School.

--Cal Linam 
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Saugus High School
Final Exam Schedule

Fall 2011

Final Exam ScheduleÐ Finals will be held on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday (December 19 Ð 21).

Monday, December 19 Finals
Period 2  8:00 - 9:55
Brunch  9:55 - 10:15
Period 5  10:20  - 12:15
Tuesday, December 20 Finals 
Period 1/7* 8:00 - 9:55
Brunch  9:55 - 10:15
Period 3  10:20  - 12:15

Wednesday, December 21 Finals 
Period 4  8:00 - 9:55
Brunch  9:55 - 10:15
Period 6  10:20  - 12:15

*In the event that a student might have both a 1st and a 7th period class, teachers are asked to work out an 
individual plan for those students.  We are only aware of a handful of such cases.

Thursday, December 22            Pupil Free Day 

Athletic Eligibility: As was the case last year, the district policy for an athlete becoming eligible or 
ineligible has been established.  The date for these enforcements will be midnight of the Wednesday when we 
return for the Second Semester (January 18th).  

*The first day of classes for Spring Semester is Tuesday, January 17th. Monday, January 16 is a No School 
day for the Martin Luther King holiday. 
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Reflections: Shedding Light into the 
Darkness

ItÕs funny what turns up to  a self examination of 
character, and from that a reflection of events in 
your life.
It is the holiday season and we begin it with the 
realization that we have much to be thankful for.  I 
know sometimes it may not seem that way, 
especially when we are only looking at the ÒstuffÓ 
we have or still want to have.  Having ÒstuffÓ does 
not move you to the head of the line above .  The 
character that you show is what should matter and 
even those with no ÒstuffÓ can have great principals 
and ideals therefore, good character.

The other week, I did something that did not show 
my character in a good light at all.  I was thinking 
about it as I turned onto the street where I live.  It 
was after 7pm and very dark outside. The first 
house on the street was all lit up with Christmas 
lights and shown like a beacon out over the area.  I 
felt my soul jump and I instantly realized how 
wrong I had been.  If each of those lights had 
represented a good part of my character, I realized 
that not only had I broken several bulbs, but had 
caused them to explode.

I personally do not like darkness; it is too easy for 
things to hide. I was always afraid of bad things as 
a child when it was dark.  When we make bad 
choices, we try to hide those choices in the dark 
hoping that no one will see and that it will just go 
away.  It really isnÕt that easy, they always seem to 
lurk ready to stand before you and remind you that 

you made that bad choice especially when it is dark 
around you.

The light gives us warmth and hope as well as 
forgiveness.  When I turned that corner onto my 
street, I knew I needed to repair the light bulbs that 
I broke, as well as examine others that might soon 
burn out.  Some of these lights were on the roof top 
and that is not easy to reach.  I am not fond of 
heights either, but you have to go out of your way 
sometimes to repair things, because it will give joy 
to others maybe more than to yourself.

We will always be breaking light bulbs during our 
life time, and they will continue to need repairing.  
This is the time of year we offer forgiveness and 
then we begin anew. 

If you find yourself standing in the dark as I was, 
turn the corner and stand in the light. DonÕt let the 
darkness close in around you when you can do 
something about it.

Sometimes it helps to replace the bulbs before they 
break or burn out. We can be like the house on my 
corner, shedding light into the darkness, to help 
someone else step out from the darkness and feel 
the positive side of the light.

I am wishing you colorful lights and a refreshed and 
new you not just in this next month, but always.

--Laurie Roland
Saugus High School
Physical Education
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